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CLOSER LOOK — HELL'S KITCHEN

Alicia Keys’ high school music teacher now plays in
the orchestra of ‘Hell’s Kitchen’
An inspiration for the character of Miss Liza Jane, Linda Aziza Miller plays
the keyboard in the musical’s pit.

RUTHIE FIERBERG

November 25, 2024 . 9:01 AM — 4 min read

(L-R) Linda Aziza Miller and Alicia Keys attend the opening night of “Hell’s Kitchen” on Broadway
(Credit: Michaelah Reynolds)
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When Linda Aziza Miller attended junior high in the New York City Public
School system, she had an instructor who taught music appreciation.
Though many of her peers made fun of this teacher, Miller found
something special in him. “He taught Broadway songs and I loved
Broadway songs, and I never knew it until this teacher introduced me to
[them],” Miller said. Years later, Miller went on to become a music
educator, better known as Miss Aziza —  also within the New York Public
School system. Nearly two decades after hanging up her hat with the
department of education, Miller has landed on Broadway as the second
keyboardist in the band of “Hell’s Kitchen.”
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But it’s not a coincidence that Miller plays for “Hell’s Kitchen” specifically.
During her varied career, Miller taught music at Manhattan’s Professional
Performing Arts School (PPAS), and during her third year there, a young
Alicia Keys walked into Miller’s classroom. In fact, Miller is one of the
inspirations for the “Hell’s Kitchen” character Miss Liza Jane, piano teacher
of the protagonist Ali. (Miss Liza Jane is played to Tony Award-winning
effect by Kecia Lewis.) As part of the musical’s orchestra, Miller is also the
“fingers” of Miss Liza Jane.

“[Alicia] called me up and said one of the featured actresses was playing
the character of the piano teacher, and she didn’t play piano herself,”
Miller told Broadway News. “So [Alicia] envisioned me actually playing the
[piano] parts that this Miss Liza Jane was supposed to be playing.” The
student has hired the teacher.

Miller’s story is a bit like Keys’. “Music has always been a part of my
household,” said Miller. As is well-documented, Keys and her mother lived
in artist housing in Manhattan Plaza; her mother was a performer and
Keys grew up surrounded my music, arts and Broadway. Miller attended
the High School of Music & Art; Keys attended PPAS. 

But it’s not a coincidence that Miller plays for “Hell’s Kitchen” specifically.
During her varied career, Miller taught music at Manhattan’s Professional
Performing Arts School (PPAS), and during her third year there, a young
Alicia Keys walked into Miller’s classroom. In fact, Miller is one of the
inspirations for the “Hell’s Kitchen” character Miss Liza Jane, piano teacher
of the protagonist Ali. (Miss Liza Jane is played to Tony Award-winning
effect by Kecia Lewis.) As part of the musical’s orchestra, Miller is also the
“fingers” of Miss Liza Jane.

“[Alicia] called me up and said one of the featured actresses was playing
the character of the piano teacher, and she didn’t play piano herself,”
Miller told Broadway News. “So [Alicia] envisioned me actually playing the
[piano] parts that this Miss Liza Jane was supposed to be playing.” The
student has hired the teacher.

Miller’s story is a bit like Keys’. “Music has always been a part of my
household,” said Miller. As is well-documented, Keys and her mother lived
in artist housing in Manhattan Plaza; her mother was a performer and
Keys grew up surrounded my music, arts and Broadway. Miller attended
the High School of Music & Art; Keys attended PPAS. 

3/10/25, 2:08 PM Alicia Keys’ high school music teacher now plays in the orchestra of ‘Hell’s Kitchen’

https://www.broadwaynews.com/alicia-keys-high-school-music-teacher-now-plays-in-the-orchestra-of-hells-kitchen/?utm_source=sniply&utm_campaig… 2/3

https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/closer-look/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/hells-kitchen/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/news/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/linda-aziza-miller/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/alicia-keys/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/music/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/education/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/little-known-theater-jobs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/little-known-theater-jobs-stage-directors-and-choreographers-society-director-of-contract-affairs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/little-known-theater-jobs-stage-directors-and-choreographers-society-director-of-contract-affairs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/closer-look/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/why-george-clooney-and-grant-heslov-turned-good-night-and-good-luck-into-a-play/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/why-george-clooney-and-grant-heslov-turned-good-night-and-good-luck-into-a-play/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/broadway-press-day/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/idina-menzel-tina-landau-and-more-on-how-they-first-met-how-they-shaped-the-musical-redwood-and-more/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/idina-menzel-tina-landau-and-more-on-how-they-first-met-how-they-shaped-the-musical-redwood-and-more/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/little-known-theater-jobs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/little-known-theater-jobs-special-effects-supervisor/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/review/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/the-broadway-review-redwood-is-a-good-natured-but-mundane-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/the-broadway-review-redwood-is-a-good-natured-but-mundane-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/exclusive/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/exclusive-isabelle-mccalla-to-lead-pre-broadway-run-of-regency-girls-musical-2/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/exclusive-isabelle-mccalla-to-lead-pre-broadway-run-of-regency-girls-musical-2/
https://www.ppasnyc.org/?ref=broadwaynews.com#/
https://www.ppasnyc.org/?ref=broadwaynews.com#/
https://www.ppasnyc.org/?ref=broadwaynews.com#/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/little-known-theater-jobs-stage-directors-and-choreographers-society-director-of-contract-affairs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/why-george-clooney-and-grant-heslov-turned-good-night-and-good-luck-into-a-play/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/idina-menzel-tina-landau-and-more-on-how-they-first-met-how-they-shaped-the-musical-redwood-and-more/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/little-known-theater-jobs-special-effects-supervisor/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/the-broadway-review-redwood-is-a-good-natured-but-mundane-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/exclusive-isabelle-mccalla-to-lead-pre-broadway-run-of-regency-girls-musical-2/


Q&A

Creating a funny design for Broadway’s ‘Oh, Mary!’ — Part 2

Q&A

Creating a funny design for Broadway’s ‘Oh, Mary!’

News

Announcements

Industry

Creative

Casting

Pre-Broadway

Post-Broadway

Screen

Awards

Shows

& Juliet

A Wonderful World: The Louis
Armstrong Musical

Aladdin

Back to the Future

Cabaret

Chicago

Cult of Love

Death Becomes Her

English

Eureka Day

Floyd Collins

Good Night, and Good Luck

Gypsy

Hadestown

Hamilton

Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child

Hell's Kitchen

Hello, I'm Dolly

Illinoise

JOB

Left on Tenth

MJ

Maybe Happy Ending

McNeal

Moulin Rouge! The Musical

Oh, Mary!

Once Upon a Mattress

Othello

Our Town

Redwood

Romeo + Juliet

SIX: The Musical

Smash

Stereophonic

Suffs

Sunset Boulevard

Swept Away

Tammy Faye

The Book of Mormon

The Great Gatsby

The Hills of California

The Last Five Years

The Lion King

The Notebook

The Outsiders

The Pirates of Penzance

The Queen of Versailles

The Roommate

The Wiz

Water for Elephants

Wicked

Yellow Face

Broadway News

Gift Subscriptions

Newsletters

About

Contact

Advertising

Tips

Terms & Conditions

Privacy Policy

©2025 Broadway News. Broadway News, Inc. All rights reserved.

3/10/25, 2:08 PM Alicia Keys’ high school music teacher now plays in the orchestra of ‘Hell’s Kitchen’

https://www.broadwaynews.com/alicia-keys-high-school-music-teacher-now-plays-in-the-orchestra-of-hells-kitchen/?utm_source=sniply&utm_campaig… 3/3

https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/q-a/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/creating-a-funny-design-for-broadways-oh-mary-part-2/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/q-a/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/creating-a-funny-design-for-broadways-oh-mary/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/creating-a-funny-design-for-broadways-oh-mary-part-2/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/creating-a-funny-design-for-broadways-oh-mary/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/announcements/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/industry/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/creative/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/casting/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/pre-broadway/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/post-broadway/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/screen/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/awards/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/juliet/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/a-wonderful-world-the-louis-armstrong-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/a-wonderful-world-the-louis-armstrong-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/aladdin/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/back-to-the-future/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/cabaret/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/chicago/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/cult-of-love/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/death-becomes-her/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/english/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/eureka-day/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/floyd-collins/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/good-night-and-good-luck/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/gypsy/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/hadestown/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/hamilton/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/harry-potter-and-the-cursed-child/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/harry-potter-and-the-cursed-child/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/hells-kitchen/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/hello-im-dolly/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/illinoise/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/job/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/left-on-tenth/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/mj/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/maybe-happy-ending/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/mcneal/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/moulin-rouge-the-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/oh-mary/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/once-upon-a-mattress/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/othello/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/our-town/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/redwood/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/romeo-juliet/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/six-the-musical/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/smash/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/stereophonic/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/suffs/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/sunset-boulevard/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/swept-away/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/tammy-faye/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-book-of-mormon/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-great-gatsby/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-hills-of-california/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-last-five-years/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-lion-king/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-notebook/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-outsiders/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-pirates-of-penzance/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-queen-of-versailles/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-roommate/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/the-wiz/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/water-for-elephants/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/wicked/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tag/yellow-face/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/gift/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/newsletters/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/about/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/contact/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/advertising/
https://www.broadwaynews.com/tips/
https://broadwaybrands.com/termsandconditions/
https://broadwaybrands.com/privacypolicy/
https://twitter.com/broadwaynews
https://www.facebook.com/broadwaynews
http://www.instagram.com/broadwaynews
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/broadway-news/id1338268908?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/broadway-news/id1338268908?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.broadwaynews.app&pcampaignid=MKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.broadwaynews.app&pcampaignid=MKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1

